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SHOT to Meet in Madison

October 30 - November 3

This year's annual meeting of the Society for the History
of Technology promises to be exceptional for the nature and

range of its discussions, To be held concmrendy with the

annual meeting of the History of Science Society, this event has

the distinction of including a "Conference on Critical Problems

and Research Frontiers in History of Technology and History
of Science." Consequently, a dominant feature of this year's
activities will be a series of panels and paper sessions

examining the two fields, each independently as well as in their

relationship to each other,includinga panelentided "Are There

Good Reasons for the Existence of Separate Disciplines of

History of Science and History of Technology?"
Beginning a day earlier than usual, on Wednesday,

October 30th, and running through Sunday, November 3rd, the

meeting will offer banquets for both societies, local excursions

and special activities, and panels, papers sessions, and

administrative meetings. Mercurians andAntenna readers are

invited to attend the SHOT conference; they need not be SHOT

members. (Mercurian business is covered below.)
There will be several sessions related to the history and

impact of communication technologies. The Mercurians have

sponsored a session entitled ''National Telephone Systems in

Comparative Perspective." The three papers and commentary
will be of special interest to those who study tele

communications as well as those who are interested in

international and comparative analyses of technological
development Other recommendations include "Culture and

Cognition: New Approaches to the Study of Invention and

lnnovation"with papers focusing on the personal computer and

telephone, "Historians Chasing Computers: A Panel on

Biographical Databases in the History of Science," and "Ways
and Means: Communications," with papers on popular
applications of communication technologies. Several

individual papers of Mercurian interest are also on the

schedule. (continued on page four)

Mercurians Will Gather

for Lunch on Friday
Because of the tight schedules for the upcoming SHOT/

HSS conference, interest groups will have rather short meeting
times in Madison. In order to try and make the best use of

participants' time, the Mercurians and Jovians will meet

consecutively in the same room on Friday, November Isl The

Mercurians will meet from 11:45 to 12:30, and the Jovians will

meet immediately thereafter, until 1:15. Sessions will start

qain at ·ti30, Anfone plannin, to a=nd oi&bor moouna can

reserve a box lunch when they register for the conference.
We'll all be looking forward to hear what you have been doing
this past year and what you are planning for the coming year.

In addition to exchanging reports on each other's

activities, there are several important issues to be discussed.

Foremost is the matter of locating a new editorial and

production base for Antenna. As announced last year, the able

editors of the Annenberg School who have produced our

newsletter thus far have moved on to other projects. The

February issue was Lane Browning's last issue (she is now

teaching at Ohio Swe University) and this is Pam lnglesby's
final effort. We very much regret losing them. We are working
on a few options for a new sponsoring organization now and

plan to report on our progress at the meeting.
In the meantime, we are seeking contnbutions for

Antenna, including reviews of exhibitions and books, and

reports on conferences. Please contact me or Lori Breslow with

your ideas and materials. (Lori is now at the Massachusetts

Institute of Technology; see back page for her new address.)
Feel free to let me know of any other matters you would

like to bring up or discuss at the meeting. It won't be too late

to introduce them then, of course. If you won't be able to attend

the Madison meeting, please give me yourinfonnation or ideas

directly. Also, if you have any information about exhibits or

conferences that other Mercurians might like to find out about,
please bring it to Madison or mail it to me. We'll be hoping to

see many of you there.

=-submitted by Pamela W. Laird, Box 6972, Denver, CO

80206,· (303) 722-7951

SHOT 1992 Call for Papers,
Meeting Will Be in Sweden

As reported in the last issue, the 1992 SHOT meeting will

beheld in Uppsala, Sweden, August 16-21,and the deadline for

proposals is October l, 1991. The program chair for the

meeting is Halcon With Andersen. Please send all proposals to

him directly as the Mercurians will not be involved in

organizing any sessions for the 1992 meeting. He can be

reached at the Center for Technology and Society, University
of Trondheim at Lade, N- 7055 Dagvoll, Norway; telephone
477591789; fax 477591327; e-mail HAKON.ANDERSEN

@A VB.UNIT .NO.

Because the 1992 meeting will be in Sweden, SHOT has

waived the nonnal policy that prohibits presenting two years in

a row for 1992 and 1993 only. The program committee

especially welcomes proposals on non-western topics, gender,
comparative studies, and international studies. The program
committee will consider proposals for SHOT' s fourth year of

Alternative Media Presentations as well. These exhibits can

display and interpret visual materials or artifacts, or use video,

computer, or film to present work. Proposals must describe

AMP formats as well as time, space and equipment
requirements.

Proposals for papers should include.five copies of both a

ISO-word absUact and a one-page curriculum vitae. ?on

proposals also require five sets of documents; each one should

include a 150-word absttact for each paper, a one-page c. v. for

each participant (including the chair and commentator), and a

statement of the session's overall theme. The program
committee warns that not all proposals can be accepted.
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Jobs & Other Opportunities
(The following announcements are excerpted from the

September issue of the SHOT Newsletter .)
.. Michael Sokal, Executive Secretary of the History of
Science Society, is now posting positions in the history of

technology, science, and medicine on an electronic bulletin

board, HSSJOBS. This resource is available on Internet using
the File Transfer Protocol The following instructions should
access HSSJOBS; if this does not work for you, consult your
network advisor.

(1) ftp wpi.wpi.edu (2) name: anonymous
(3) password: (anything) (4) get hssjobs (5) bye

.. The National Endowment for the Humanities issued a free
booklet providing an overview of its funding programs last

summer. When requesting a copy, mention you saw the

announcements in the SHOT Newsletter and receive a free

copy of the NEH' s new magazine Humanities. Contact NEH

Overview, Room 406, 1100 Pennsylvania Ave. NW,
Washington, D.C. 20506; (202) 786-0438.
.. The Thomas A. Edison Papers is seeking a researcher to

assist with preparation of a biography of Thomas Edison. The

project is funded by the National Endowment for the

Humanities, and preference will be given to applicants with

some background in late 19th and early 20th century
technology. Research will be done in West Orange, NJ and

compenation will be $14,500-$19,000 plus benefits for a 6-8
month period beginning as soon as possible. Contact Paul

Israel, Thomas A. Edison Papers, Van Dyck Hall 113, Rutgers
University, New Brunswick, NJ 08903; (908) 932-8511; e

mailPISREAL@ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU.

IEEE/Rutgers Center Open to
Scholars of Electrical History

The Center for the History of Electrical Engineeringoffers
a multitude of opportunities for scholars interested in all areas

of electrical technology, particularly those technical areas that
have been dominant for the past sixty years. Founded by the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) in

1980, the Center has recently expanded substantially. In 1990,
the IEEE and Rutgers University agreed to sponsor the Center

jointly. As a result, it was relocated to the New Brunswick

campus ofRutgersin the fall of 1990, and its staff has expanded
from three to seven members.

The Center's many programs include its administration of
the archives of AIEE, IRE, and IEEE. It also has a collection of

photographs and other visual materials documenting all aspects
of the history of electrical technologies, as well as an ongoing
oral history program. With prior notice, the Center welcomes
researchers to use these materials. It can also provide a limited

amount of space for visiting scholars.

Additional activities include the preparation of permanent
and ttavelling exhibits in collaboration with museums around
the world. The Center's staff also maintains a heavily-used
historical reference service, organizes conferences and

lectures, and conducts research projects. The Center's

newsletter is also a valuable resource for scholars interested in

the history of electrical engineering.
In an effort to promote historical scholarshipon electrical

technology and to recognize accomplishments in this area, the

Center administers, with SHOT, the IEEE Life Member Prize

in Electrical History. This prize is awarded annually to the best

paper in electrical history published in the previous year. The

Center also administers an annual fellowship for graduate or

postgraduate study of electrical history.
For furtherinfonnation about any of the Center's facilities

or activities, contact William Aspray ,Director, CHEE,Rutgers
University, 39 Union Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08903-5062;
(908) 932-1066; fax (908) 932-1193; internet ieee@ zodiac.

rutgers.edu.

At the Museum: Technology
Motorola, Museum Opens in Illinois

The Motorola Museum of Electronics opened on

September 3rd with exhibits that use a variety of media to

illustrate and explain developments in electronics,
communications, and manufacturing technologies during the

20th century. Audiovisual presentations, historical displays,
hands-on exhibits, and interactive computer workstations both

use and demonstrate historical and current developments. In

addition to offering educational programs and tours, the

museum is a repository for artifactual and archival collections
related to Motorola, Inc. and its subsidiaries. The corporate
archives house product and advertising literature, publications,
speeches, and reports, as well as photographs, slides, film,
videotape, and sound recordings. These materials are

accessible to qualified visitors by appointment,
The museum is open to the public on weekdays by

appointment To schedule a visitor a tour, call (708) 576-8620.
For further information on the research collections, call (708)
538-29<>6. The Motorola Museum of Electronics is located at

1297 East Algonquin Road, Schaumburg, IL 60196.

20th Century Technology and Landscape
Exhibit On View in Elmira, New York

"Parking Lam and Telephone Poles: Technology and

Landscape in the 20th Century" opened in September at the

Chemung County Historical Society in Elmira, NY and will

end November 27. The exhibit focuses on the transformation
of the land by technological forces of the last hundred years,
and emphasizes the impact of two innovations - the gasoline
engine and the telephone- on the landscapes of Central New

York since the tum of the century.
Admission to the exhibit is free and open to the public.

Museum hours are Tuesday-Friday noon-4pm and Saturday
l-4pm. For more information, please contact the Chemung
County Historical Society at415 East Water Street,Elmira,NY
14901; (607) 734-4167.
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(continued from page two)
For information about registering for the conference,

please contact BruceE. Seely, SHOT Secretary, Department of

Social Sciences, Michigan Technological University,
Houghton, :MI 49931-1295; (906) 487-2459; fax (906) 487-

2398; bitnet BSEELY@MTUS5. You may also contact

Pamela W. Laird for information on the meetings at P .0. Box

6972, Denver, CO 80206; (303) 722- 7951. Colleen Dunlavy is

the local arrangements chair and can be reached at the

Department of History, 4103 Humanities, Univ. of Wisconsin,
Madison, WI 53706; bitnet CDUNLA VY@WISCMACC or

intemetCDUNLA VY@VMS.MACC.WISCEDU.

Call for Papers: /CA in Miami

The 1992 convention of the International Communication

Association will be held in Miami, FL, from May 22nd to May
25th. The theme will be "Communication and New Worlds."

Full papers and program proposals must be postmarked by
November 1st and may be submitted to the Conference Theme

Session Chair or to individual divisions. For more information,
contact the Conference Program Chair (and ICA President

Elect) Ellen W artella at the Institute for Communication

Research, University of Illinois, 505 E. Armory St, Room

222B, Champaign, IL 61820.

News About Mercurians

Richard Kielbowicz, a member of SHOT since 1984, has

spent several years studying the postal system as a mechanism

for transmitting printed information. He has writtenN ews in the

Mail: The Press, Post Office, and Public Information, 1700-

1860s (New York: Greenwood Press, 1989) and a number of

articles examining aspects of postal operations and policy after

1860. Richard is currently studying the telegraph's impact on

the press. He teaches undergraduate and graduate courses on

communications history as well as a specialized class on the

history of communication technology. HereceivedhisPh.D. in
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mass communication from Minnesota in 1984, and is currently
an associate professor of communications at the University of

Washington. He can be reached at the Dept, of Communica

tion, Univ. of Washington, Seattle, WA 98195.

***

Richard R. John's dissertation on U.S. postal history has

been awarded the Allan Nevins prize by the Society of

American Historians and will consequently be published by
Harvard University Press. Richard recentlycompleted a

postdoctoral fellowship at the Commonwealth Center for the

Study of American Culture at the College of William and·

Mary, and began teaching this fall at the University of Illinois,
Chicago where his courses include "The Communication

Revolution in Great Britain and the United States." His new

address is Dept of History (MIC 198), University of Chicago,
P.O. Box 4348, Chicago,IL60680; (312) 996-8569, 996-3141.

This issue of Antenna was published for the

Mercurians Special Interest Group in the Society for

the History of Technology by the Annenberg School

for Communication, University of Pennsylvania
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